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THE EVENT

Diwali also known as the "festival of lights",
is an ancient Hindu festival celebrated in
autumn every year. The festival spiritually
signifies the victory of light over darkness,
knowledge over ignorance, good over evil,
and hope over despair. The festival
preparations and rituals typically extend
over a five day period, but the main festival
night of Diwali coincides with the darkest,
new moon night of the Hindu Lunisolar
month Kartik. In the Gregorian calendar,
Diwali night falls between mid-October and
mid-November,

Diwali is an important festival for Hindus.
The name of festive days as well as the
rituals of Diwali vary significantly among
Hindus, based on the region of India. In
many parts of India‘the festivities start with
Dhanteras, followed by Naraka Chaturdasi
on second day, Diwali on the third day,
Diwali Padva dedicated to wife-husband
relationship on the fourth day, and
festivities end with Bhau-beej dedicated to
sister-brother bond on the fifth day.
Dhanteras usually falls eighteen days after
Dussehra.

On the same night that Hindus celebrate
Diwali, Jains celebrate a festival of lights to
mark the attainment of moksha by
Mahavira, and Sikhs celebrate Bandi Chhor
Divas.
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»Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) is the fourth space agency to reach
Mars after Roscosmos, NASA and ESA.

» India’s MOM is the cheapest inter-planetary
mission. It cost about a tenth of NASA’s
Mars mission Maven that entered the
Martian orbit on September 22.

» The 1,350 kg spacecraft is equipped with
five instruments including a sensor to track
methane or marsh gas — a possible sign
of life, a colour camera and a thermal
imaging spectrometer to map the surface
and mineral wealth of the Red Planet.

» Mangalyaan has been on a 300-day
marathon covering over 670 million
kilometers. MOM will now circle the planet
for at least six months.

» The rocket that carried India’'s first
unmanned satellite to Mars was as high as
a 15-storey building and weighed nearly
320 tonnes — almost as much as 50 full-
grown elephants.
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Live as if you were
to die tomorrow.
Learn as if you were
to live forever.
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“Happiness is when what you think, what you
say, and what you do are in harmony.”

“Seven Deadly Sins”

Wealth without work
Pleasure without conscience
Science without humanity
Knowledge without character
Politics without principle
Commerce without morality
Worship without sacrifice.”

“The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is
the attribute of the strong.”

“First they ignore you, then they ridicule you,
then they fight you, and then you win.”

“Where there is love there is life.”

“Freedom is not worth having if it does not
include the freedom to make mistakes.”

“Nobody can hurt me without my permission.”
“Hate the sin, love the sinner.”

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
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